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The Light That Shines …  

I will make you a light to all nations so that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth ~ Is 49:6 
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The Principal’s Pencil

One of a teacher’s greatest joys is to see the light come on when a 

child finally “gets” a new concept.  Another is to see the look of 

satisfaction and pride when a child completes a task “well done.”  I 

suspect that is why you see so many smiles on our teachers’ faces 

throughout the day. 

Lighting a candle, (or two, three, or four) is certainly an Advent 

practice common to Christians.  Each morning I spend an hour in 

our convent chapel praying by 

candlelight and at 7:35AM you will find 

our faculty at prayer in the chapel at 

school.  It’s what we do! It is a 

marvelous way to recall the ever present Light of the World. 

If you were one of the many folks gathered at the TD Center 

in September you were witness to a Western-themed gala 

event that truly lit up the town.  Though we usually address 

this fundraiser in our Annual Report, the outstanding success 

this year ($222,000) drives us to let its glow shine on Jean 

Hever and her Committee. Thanks to our sponsors, all 

expenses were covered before the first guests entered the 

gala.  A special note of gratitude to Bon Secours St. Francis 

Health System; Cherry-Bekaert, CPAs & Advisors; Commercial Foodservice Repair Inc.; 

Friends of St. Anthony School; GrandSouth Bank; NelsonMullinsRiley&Scarborough, LLP; 

NC Bank; Minuteman Press;   Thomas McAfee Funeral Homes; TD Bank; Marshall & 

Diane Collins; Allison & John Harper, Doug & Sharon Kopscik; New South Construction; 

and, Polydeck Screen Corporation.  

When the lights come on in the building each morning, know that each of you, our 

Benefactors, have made it possible for our Faculty to do his or her task of bringing the 

light of knowledge to our students.  May the Light of the World fill your hearts and 

homes this holy season! 

~Sr. Catherine Noecker, OSF 



Dawnhaines Franks Davis’ parents died when she was small and she was raised by 

her Baptist grandparents. They promised to honor her parents’ wishes to raise her 

Catholic and ensure that she receive a Catholic education. She attended St. Anthony 

School through 8th grade, where she was taught by strict, but loving and positive 

Franciscan sisters who presented materials by many different methods to challenge 

their students. Dawnhaines enjoyed acting in plays at St. Anthony’s and dressing up 

as a nun for All Saints’ Day.  

Since 1960s segregation prevented her from attending 

Catholic high school in Greenville, the Sisters at St. Anthony 

School arranged for Dawnhaines to attend St. Aloysius, a 

coed, military, Catholic high school in Ohio. Though she 

missed Greenville at first, her true nature bubbled up, and 

she started a singing group as well as cheerleading and 

majorette squads, and did some modeling for a Columbus, 

Ohio department store. She also performed in plays and 

participated in the many other activities that her high school 

offered. 

Following graduation, she went on to attend Benedict 

College, and started during summer session. On the third day of fall semester, she 

met her husband, Melvin. They married in 1966, and he was drafted for Vietnam. 

She then began an eight year teaching stint in Greenville County.  Her grandfather 

died in 1968, leaving Dawnhaines to run the family’s funeral home while she was 

teaching and Melvin was still away serving in the Army. Ever resourceful, she 

contacted her Congressman for help and her husband was released from service 

early.  Together they raised four daughters and a son. Melvin taught at Greenville 

Tech and established the first African American limousine service.  He also opened 

the first African American Dinner Theatre “The Bow Tie Grand,” which featured many 

professional entertainers.  Dawnhaines continued to be deeply involved in the family 

business as well as volunteer work in the Greenville community, St. Francis Hospital, 

St. Anthony Church and School. She sold the funeral business in 2008 and increased 

her volunteer time in different parish and community ministries and at St. Anthony 

School. Sr. Catherine asked her to join the faculty this year.  Now Dawnhaines is 

back at her alma mater, shining her light on K4 students.  
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Radio Interview with Rhonda Rawlings 

2014-2015 School Advisory Board 

Patricia Burns Dillard, Chair – Educator, retired 
James Satterfield, EdD, Vice Chair – Clemson University                                                 
Susan Cinquemani, Secretary – Marketing Financial Mgt  
Mary McCarthy – Communications, retired     
Tom Heath – CPA     
Laura E. Baker – Librarian, Furman University 
Stuart Grim – General Motors Executive, retired   

Kathy Brazinski – Educator, retired     
Webster Woods – GE, Supervisor     
Kara Dullea – Public Relations Executive     
Mary Corner – Michelin Executive, retired    
Sr.Mary Schifferle, OSF - Teacher      

Sr. Catherine Noecker, OSF – Principal        
Fr. Patrick Tuttle, OFM – Pastor

St. Anthony of Padua Catholic School     
Mission     

Distinctly Franciscan, proudly diverse, and centered in 
Jesus Christ, St. Anthony of Padua Catholic School 

educates and inspires students to be life-long learners 
and prepares them for lives of leadership and service as 

builders of the kingdom of God.  (Rev. 4/13)           

School Vision       
To be recognized throughout our Community and the 

Charleston Diocese as an innovative and leading 
provider of quality Pre-K through 6

th
 grade Catholic 

education to a diverse, multicultural student body in an 
engaging, caring, and nurturing learning environment. 
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